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The Mackay-Whitsunday-Isaac region has experienced record growth in recent years  due to the increased 

activity in resource mining and the resulting gains in support industries.

 

Growth in Gross Regional Product (GRP) and population have constantly exceeded State averages and are 

predicted to continue. Growth in GRP over the past 5 years has consistently exceeded the State average, we 

have also seen 30% growth in agriculture, and 20% growth in construction in the past 12 months, indicating a 

further diversity in our economic base.

 

The M-W-I region now boast a GRP of $17.2 Billion which represents 7% of Queensland’s GDP.  This impressive 

economy is underpinned by a population of $167,666 which represents 3.9% of Queensland’s population.  The 

strength of our economic base also meant that our region was one that was least affected by the Global 

Financial Crisis, and actually grew by 23% in the 2009 year.

 

The M-W-I region provides a unique opportunity to ensure that the financial success of the national economy 

remains resilient.  The results are clear.  Not only does the region contribute significantly in time of economic 

certainty and growth, but also in times of economic hardship.  We encourage Government to invest in resilient 

economies to ensure the economic certainty is once again achieved and risks mitigated.

 

Our region also faces significant challenges created from significant opportunity and growth, and we need the 

support of Government to ensure our region continues to be an economic powerhouse for Regional Australia 

through reinvestment into our region.

Mackay-Whitsunday-Isaac
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The Mackay Whitsunday Isaac region (The region) is one of the major economic 

drivers of Queensland, with a diverse economy covering mining, agriculture 

and tourism.  Early pioneers brought sugar cane to the area and began an 

industry that developed into one of the largest sugar producing regions in 

Australia.  

The city of Mackay is a busy and very focused tropical city settled in 1862.  

It is the major regional centre providing services to the region and its 

industries, together with the other key centres of Moranbah, Sarina, 

Proserpine, Bowen and Airlie Beach.  The region is rich in natural assets that 

underpin its industries, including extensive coal resources, cattle grazing and 

broadacre grain production in the hinterland areas, with sugar, horticulture, 

aquaculture, fishing and tourism primarily in coastal areas (Figure 1).  The world 

famous Whitsundays is the centre of the tourist industry in the region with 

developing tourism in Bowen, the pioneer valley and the hinterland areas.  
 

This area, extending from Bowen in the north to St Lawrence in the South and 

East to Clermont, is designated as the Mackay Statistical Division and includes 

the Whitsunday, Isaac and Mackay Regional Councils (Figure 1).  The region 

boasts a relaxed, subtropical climate, competitive business environment, 

and is underpinned by one of the largest coal mining deposits in Australia.  

This region produces approximately half of all coal produced in Queensland 

and three quarters of the total value of coal exports from the State.  It is 

also one of the largest contributors to sugar cane production in Australia.   

 
The region generated in excess of $15.4 billion in economic value in 2007-2008 

and is one of the fastest growing economies in Queensland. 

Despite global economic uncertainty, the regional outlook remains positive 

with more than $42 billion in investment projects recorded at the end of 

January 2009.

The mining, construction, manufacturing, property and business services, 

and transport and storage industries are strong performers in the regional 

economy.  Agriculture, forestry, fishing, wholesale trade and electricity, gas 

and water supply are significant performers with strong growth prospects.  

Freight transport is critical to the region’s economic prosperity delivering 

inputs into the region’s industries and outputs to the ports for export to the 

world.  

This document presents the blueprint for the freight transport network 

required to facilitate and promote the region’s continued economic growth.  

This will provide significant returns to all levels of government through 

increased growth and prosperity and expansion of export revenue.  

The realisation of the full potential for the region will be influenced by factors 

on the global, national and regional scale.  If the supply chain cannot operate 

efficiently, then the ability of the region to realise its potential is impacted.  

The freight transport network is struggling to meet the current demands and 

will constrain future economic and export growth more than any other factor.  
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